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Abstract Brown ad pose tissue ( BAT) plays an mportant role in nonshiverth ng themogenesis ther
moregulatbn and body mass regulatbn n snallmanmals However in human the presence of brown
ad pose tissue was thought to be relevant only in infants with neglgible physbbgic relevance n adult
Recently using 18F—fhorodeoxyghicose ( 18F-FDG ) positron—em ission tanographic and canputed tam o-
graphic (PET-CT) scans showed that adulis retan metabolically actve BAT depots that can be induced
n response o cold and sympathetic nervous systan activaton These find ngs highlght BAT as a poten-
tial relevant taget for phamacobgical and gene expression m anipulatbn to canbat human obesity We
review ed the recent research progresses of BAT n human and its potential functional sgnificance
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