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Abstract: It has been widely accepted that DNA N°-methyladenine (6mA) plays an important role in controlling
numerous biological functions in prokaryotes. However, the prevalence and function of this modification in
eukaryotes are largely unknown. Recent studies highlight that 6mA does indeed occur, and plays an important
epigenetic role in eukaryotes. Here, we briefly review the latest research discoveries of 6mA in eukaryotes. We also
perform an analysis of the potential functions of 6mA, widening understanding of this new epigenetic mark in
higher eukaryotes, and hence suggesting future studies in this field.
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DNA 3 A, 2 3 0 352 4% AL i) v — Aot 25 22 1
WA, EEAFE S-methylcytosine (SmC). N4-
methylcytosine (4mC) /& N6-methyladenine (6mA)
S SsmC 7 1E TR AR R4 K 2 SR AW
o, REMESIYI T EEREM, Z2E5RERGER
RARIYERF . X GRS, DL RERIZE S
WERR KB, THER IR AE R RS ™. 4mC
FEAAE T AV TR — iz, RICLORY E S
HE[H 4 DNA %2 BRIy DIEE D) Bk s 6mA &
UL FEAAE T A B — SRS B R
Py B A R 6mA AE1TE DNA S P
e ML SR Rk U, s Y e E
599 JE A 2 8] AR EL A B 1 S T T R S A
DR, BRAEWERHAN emA FEHIEZAEY
FERIA R omA AR, KIILUCR, AAT—EILA
6mA £ FAZ L) T r] g e — Rl ML R ) DNA Bl 2k
ik . B, BAZEY, Rl s ey
temA B AL LR A, W A DhREK
WILOR —E B B pieE, BRI o) Hr &t
FF BN L, MHRITTAE TR R RE,
WA T — RIVEERHE TR, (TR Z EK 6mA
BiEE R ER SRz ER . B AT i,
DNA 6mA & FAZ A= 15 K 20 v — Bl 1) 2 W 1 4%
A 1 AR S B O AR P HE R 41 DNA 6mA
RN BT FURE FEHEAT el Z R IR

1 mARIEE5DHEFHE

BB Y SmC 7EEE AN FE R 20 fir o L)
N 1%~6%, H A48 K240 5SmC A i 3 A 7E CpG
THHR e CS A E L, fEFL SmC FER
R XIK, £ CpG &HEE K CpG &, = EHiH
T AERR M E 4N FRESFXIN, CpG
5 5RE MR AR R %Y OO, ST

e TR B, WA BT O 2 MR
Y e AN [F ZH 21 6mA A& TE 56 R 4 1 1) 5 & Ay
ARHEAT THREHARCIN,  AIAS R AL A DA K R —
YIRS FLR B B B A R ZH 23 6mA 1 & & 2%
SRR, IF HLBEAEY R E B B AN [ i oA B,
AT o B 45 R ORMETE ]y 0.0001%~2.8% (6mA/
dA) A& (R ). Hrb, RS R g =Z Az T
6mA RN EGE, A Mondo %5 PR I L1 L
s34kt 2 ) Hesseltinella vesiculosa F: K 44 2.8%
()RR S AR T A, 3K S0 g AR AR A )
T AE B SR 17K, 9 HATE S AZ Y+
R & & m A o DY durh 6mA 5 & K2
H0.8%, FEHAU T RIZ, PMMEFRARES ™
SRIERR S B 0.4%~0.6%" . 7E B 55 (1) ELA%
AWy, FEREW AR, 6mA & R EK, X
DL i = AT AE T K B 1RE 8 B 18] DL RCR: 57t 11 A=
Y e, g b ) 6mA ERIEBIER, 1R
0.01%~0.4% 2 4 B7 s H#)/NE i) 6mA & &
Y35 0.1% P 7E LR SR B0 R IR R H
Je BB B A7 AE LL A 55 1 6mA {55 (0.001%), 1 7
R iR K B 5 IR B 0.75 h A5 503 (1045 5 (0.07%),
K] 6mA 1E SLuE IR R I R B S 2R &, (HRE
% WG R B Bk R RE R PR A LR A KT B
[FIAE, I Ih th R 1) 50 IR iR 5 R4 b 6mA (155
& (0.1%~0.17%) 1 2 35 5 T HAh & & W B 4121
(0.001%~0.004%) 5 /I 5 & i T 41 Jfid (embryonic
stem cell, ES) DNA ] 6mA & &M AK (0.0006%), i
f8 F H2AX 14 & 4R (1) DNA o 6mA [F] #F & 48,
GREFERET 465 GETORY AR, A4
RFB3 70N GO JUE 200 Jf rhoRSs AN 3] 6mA {5 5 1 A7
15, T A —/ N4 AT B 0 B B RS 5 B

BT S EERE AN, 6mA 1E R [ YR A
HEMami R ERFBER (R, i EAER

=F1 ESEYERBPmABIEHNEE. 9HRINEE
WyFh 6mA T E(6mA/IA)  FERI AR X 4, Tife
B H. vesiculosa™ 2.8% TSSJE [l % 53 A 55 FE IR AR A A A e
g s g ) 0.8% Wi/ MR BERAETSS Y8 M AL B
2y 0.4%~0.6% e/ MAHE AL TSS YeE R/ MERIAL S, JREOE LR R A
52k g7 0.01%~0.4% o, WAHEWRRA S IR E Rk
Y 0.1% — —
A Y 0.001%~0.07% RRAMEL L TEHEAETAAN I 34k, S R TR IA
AR T 0.009% AT X IR Z B —
PE 12 0.002%~0.1% SNAEL P - —
N 0.0007% SEHAIX, HFFEALINEGH ESHH g AT R4 1l 56 [H ik
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—E R . AR EAZ A, 6mA EEALT
B4R AL /5. (transcription start site, TSS) [ffifz, a0
H & H. vesiculosa [t] 6mA 15 1ffi I %7 FR 4 B AF
ApT % H R AL, JF H 7E TSS Jil Hl 3 % 5 1)
6mA %, oA 5 SmC o3 A 2 A B U
PR B BE DR ZH 1 6mA A R RE E EARAE
T TSS M/ ApT. AEEHE, ZREPRE TSS
B3 F) 6mA F B U [B] fF) R BSTE 200 bp 247, IE
BT 1 MZ/MAFTESE ) DNA K/, B R e B4
MEZAEYH, 6mA 215/ IMAMAL (nucleosome
positioning) A TSS i 5l P & Z 1A] 47 7E H FfAH 5 1%
EZ MM E LAY, sk dirh 6mA fEFERIZH )
2, WA AL S BT SRR R S
2 DNA [¥) 6mA M| 5 £ b & 45 T a7 ook X 3k s
BE £ FUA IR AR o omA. 4 KR 4 A7 T 3 DR 41 1)
740 1P NERES 4 H 6mA B E AR AE A
X, HFEZAELINE it b, ¢l K LINE Jt
7B DL RS R R T 6mA B R B A
Iy AT K AE DI RE I Z R

2 6mAfZImERR %R ER

€ 6mA & A —Fif R M s AL Ehrid — A
H LIRSS RN 2 5 B S8 K 6mA fE L5
RAMEBEWGE TN RS, RIF IR (writer).
FHEEALEG (eraser) A2 8% 5 1 (reader)( ] 1).

2.1 6omAREREE

DNA ) F 3 08 1 2 A= W 1A A 52 B[R] 9 IR
JAMEAE R 7 RS E R R, BLS- IR AR R
(S-adenosyl-L-methionine, SAM) 4y H FE it 4k, @ iL
H IR EC RS B (M AR e AL, K R R A #7231 DNA
B3t . EMED, omA P RERE S ES
Dam. CorM %5, ‘EATR A FHMEAL 55518 GATC
H GANTCP™Y, SmC ) H L34 R i 2 22 Dem®™,
IHFLBhYH DNA ) SmC L85 F5 6 = 45 DNMTI
1 DNMT3A/B/L, H: DNMT1 8 AR R 8L
DNA H (1387 & st 5 BEEE PN SmC AH B i s g
[ F B 4k; DNMT3A F1 DNMT3B A Mk FH 5%
fiff, DNMT3L MI3A G, /& DNMT3A,
DNMT3B F 5 7 P,

M EAZ A+ DNA 6mA FE RSB HA LUK
R, AT R A% AP S R B B
A TR I R R R AT T REAEL A, T T AT R
LR RSl B b, 405 M. Munl /£ B AE Y
(1 R J5A) MT-AT0 G50 3 5K i B oA IR, Eak
T8 ) mRNA m6A H A # i METTL3 #1 METTL14
Bl & T X A & A B0 Liu 25 P 4fE & 9,
METTL3 F1 METTL14 7£ {4k 4} %} DNA 4 45 55 (1
6mA HEALIEYE. 2015 4F, Greer 25 7 BF 55 R I,
TELE UK DAMT-1 (MT-A70 K& H ) Relip
HIRCEE R AR 6mA & &, e R R id R

A: DAMT-1LL R F6mA FEER A S, AEILAATE B6mA; NMAD-1, DMADJZAIKBHI 4} 5225t b Al AL 41rh
6mAMEIfY) 22 ALY, fELOmARI KA. H RT/EFAZ A MR K IR 7 M FIDNA 6mAR ids 8. B: fERAZAEN)
th, omAR) AL, 25 FEEACREAN D 85 R 1 P FUAE L TR IZIDNA, 2 SR R Rk

Bl EiZEYEEEAPomAR NSRS
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ik DAMT-1 A £ iR 2 4 1) 6mA & &, Rk
Mg % X A2 (1) DAMT-1 MBA B B AR . R4 H Al
R Z BRSNS U, DL R RO R
DAMT-1 7] g A 2k i 6mA FH LR (1A 1A).
METTL4 /& DAMT-1 {EWZLah0 i R, i3
AR omA ALY H AT M ATE 2, X IR
T M REIE A Rt — B AL .
2.2 6mAXFELES

DNA H A AB IR £ 2 — A2 R ) shas ]
Wi, WAL E. BFE b EEAEE
B E R ) 2 IR, Horp gL H A
AHE B A& — P 2 i R 2 ke ] ot Lk AT A8 1 (1) il 12
MR, EEMESYh, TET XA (TET1. TET2
A1 TET3) BEHAE 5SmC 4Ly ShmC, Kt —DfEll
5hmC Jy 5fC il 5caC, Ffdp 2l Bl 2L ) 12 5 58
R E B 2 H AL AR BT,

SRR, BEZAYEREA S 6mA 15 &R
fi%, HAf—Fh T RE 2 EAZ A 6mA TE B 75
(A0 T S 1R PR 25 FE A 25 B, AT AE S
YR — MK 6mA K. X — R, LR
TLBGLE PR 6mA BAAB A AKP i 3 FAE A, R,
RIN 6mA Z: F LAV il A2 T LR AR ) L R4 6mA
BT S R E R A, £ R E T, 6mA &
AIKB XUINEEE Y 2 — B, AIKB 5% 2 A ek
B ARH RS H , H AT R AR R 4
AIKB F R /D AFLE O B EEY), 3y AIkBH1~8
J FTO, X ) FTO 1 AIkBHS /& mRNA m6A
A 25 JEAL R Y, Greer 45 P W Ft R B, il
Fk NMAD-1 (AIkB % 5 ) 1) 28 B 5 [K] 41 DNA
(1) 6mA & B3 FF, Jf H NMAD-1 7ERk 70t 2
H 6mA £ H R IEM, Kk, NMAD-1 7] gEA
25 i — Fh omA X B R AL Y. I8 H BT R R
Alkbhl J Rk 5 5848 /N B4 i 6mA 5 &2 389,
H S BT, AIKBHI tH AT B8 2 /N R ERH T
6mA &1 () — Fi 25 1 3L 4L . DMAD 1 NI 7L
BN TET X 8 [ AE SR 0 b 1) e — [RR ), 72 R
WA P A B AL SmC Ry ShmC & 1 A0
DMAD KA H 6mA &1 7 & 15 5 A= AR LE 2 3%
ETE, RS 6mA I B R B AR A SL R 100
B, JEF T 0.1%. fRSRIRHIES, DMAD BA
FLIEMEAL 6mA 21 5 IR EME, DL HiEdE R B
DMAD Jy 5 52 R 4 v 6mA &40 ) 25 FY 24k il B
(F 1A). BERZAEY T R B IEAFAEH A F) DNA 6mA
=AM EIE A 745 5 — 2o

2.3 6mAJRiEREEH

R IEB AN SRR R, I R s
FRERE R IR g5 A BB AL A b, S b E
BT MR EH. A s d, MBD X
W& (MBD1. MBD2. MBD3., MBD4 fil MeCP2)
R R I, R R 2 SmC H R B AR
H, XREABLFELREEGWE SmC A7 45,
S 55 18] 4 TR 2 SR 00 #41) B S €8 JoTG 1  485 H) 11 4 2%
SEREAR B, Ak, B YTH ZhAg S MR S R
% [ (YTHDF1. YTHDF2. YTHDF3 fl YTHDCI)
AR 5454 mRNA [ m6A B AL 5], N
S mRNA R, U] &R AR RS
WRE R RE R R IR Th e U LA EMM
DNA 6mA ff 5 EX Wi 4F A G B2 e, #%H
T R R DU 5 M 1) DNA 6mA B 28 & 1, KM
L 36 %5 5F 6mA i1 2% 5 (1 /2 0 70 6mA &1 (1 1
2 X 28 N A ) 2 Ty i 1 B B2 S 11

3 omARIEYIFINRE

omA [FAEY) = Dhae Hai i L, AUk
RPH TR G R R L RiA . B85 BAIE. 41
G F IR R B Sl AR DA o B

B H. vesiculosa ] SmC F1 6mA 7L R4
B A AFAE AR O O, 24 SmC H AR 28 R 20 1)
HE XN, emA 2 HMAEEs ¥ £, JF A
6mA 5 3[R (R0 S IE AR ¢ B, DU o, oK%
RNEAGIE TN, I e SRR TR 47 ST 40 fa 1) 1E
WA AR i, AR MR
I A7, i s R . T 6mA F EAFE T
Kz, AT B R E KA A%/ M A AL AT [R]
PRI, [FIFE, 2R BT 6mA &1t o] g B A 2K
ol oy g P, #E 2kt H3K4me2 3= HJE AL i
spr-5 AR ) 6mA B W TR AR A, JF H
6mA 7 & B kE AR AL 1 n, 2Bk spr-5 Al DNA %
L 5 #2 il NMAD-1 #5n] DL 0 s (A2 & fe J7%
KL% s M, 2B 6mA B EEF 2 lif DAMT-1
W) 5 2 4] spr-5 RARARBGARE AL R AL, XK
1E 2k b 6emA F4 25 1 H3K4 B L0 A] G 0 )
feiigifefs 2 P,

e R, 6mA % H 24k i DMAD 4 S (1)
6mA AL AR T B 74k, I nT Read i ek
/b B i - [X 35 ) 6mA AE U R 4 15 I BE T BT R,
T G SR A B A M F R 4 R R Y b
Ak, B IR IG B emA B S B s, JEMEE
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G B B IRTE T B BRARAIKF, 7E5E 5 J g
F LA R G T R RE dn i B2, 3 3 B LR I e o )
W R i B AT RS A7 7E 6mA [ 5 B 5 B bt AR,
omA 5 H AR T EE A, SRR HEZh 5
JARJG R B 125 R 3R IA h BE R ) 5 7 B AR

A, BN G AE W P3P R FH RNA-seq
XI5 AlkbhI 11 ES AN HEAT 56 eI T 40 B, 45
FEIR 550 MERFRE T, P RE> NEER
TEUM RFE AR, JF HOX SNy A R ) B A
T X Yetaofk b, XFEPES Y 6mA £ 45
HOEEE YU, 6mA i T EFRIL, X5 AITEH
b Fh R B 6mA 1E A FTAH P,

T IBAE E BT — AR KSR 2, 2
F I AL o] 22 SEILES AL . B AT NEA Z 1)
W LE Rk E, R d LR H i) DNA 6mA &7 B
HEERBARHRE, ERE. D aMEEL
HAZAEYIH, DNA 6mA Z 1T & 78 U8 7 K B ik
FErp, $RAT “WiR” RN T REEA T, ks
BE T MERA—Fh BN R E A% 121, DNA 6mA
B AR — P E ENLH], (PR
WHot. WAk, emA fEFHESNYI I AEY) = D)Re &2
KF. WAEMFFRAER TR, 6mA AIRE7EE
Y 2 B A — 28 AL FE (SmC SRR E T )
HE A& A DNA frid R IE B BRI s 5B
—J7TH, EARKE S KA HE S ) B R 2H %% SmC (1)
WG, EHPEERE X, FFalEES T
Tl A CpG B CpG 7>, 6mA 781X 24 X I8 1)
3 A0 3% B I X3k FR T 5 AT BE AN R SmC, T
6mA [, Bk, JEEAELFH KT 6mA
SEIRG, $EhE emA s EN KR KIEE
HEWEIRE

B2, 6mA fENEZAYIE N4 DNA | —Ff
B RAAEMARIC, AR AN R AR T AR
HART, GRS KHRZEF R,
0T R HAR I RS R R RAEEE Z 2R 1P FE
Wik R, MMAEREEARFR SR R A
ZRALI A IhRE

4 6mAKN S FTFEIAR

LI 6mA WF 7T 1 T 52 BAS IR T BU R
it BN G, TR L) LRI BOAR A AN T
I, ARG A TR FE I 6mA (21 R B 78 B P e
MATFBRMENZHA. Bk, 5T emA Hilki
R (Dot-blot) [z e S H A I LAX 6mA )&

B A AR AT I B B B s R O £ -
H I 7 (UHPLC-MRM-MS/MS) 7] LU 6mA [1)#6:
T oy ARG R 107, SEBL T XGRS R R
6mA &M (14 o2 & Y 5 T 6mA AR G
FLYTvE A vEr E B U P 4R (MeDIP-Seq) Az 6mA
J&¥) CviAll, Dpnl Az Dpnll i 5] F 5y &30 4 AR
(6mA-RE-seq), #ff 7i3% nf LAY P 3R A5 HE R4 B
6mA S K A4 A R AE 200 i B AR
6mA FFHIE P PR BRI R WAEA MR ZE b,
SMRT (single-molecule real-time sequencing) 7 A &
B K F T 6mA B4 ) SRS AL 2L A3 A, an gl
[57-58]‘ E [24]\ g%E [27] &/J\ l‘::_:![:L ES émﬂ@ [29,59] /;T—J‘é
(1) 6mAAEMAL R o 21 7712 B BEAEE N T A 1
TV X 73 ImA F16mA DL K H 4 73 Ar R HE 25 i s
FE BEEE 2 JEAX S AW 2. WP AR 11 1%
ST ENEIA R R, RITRRES R R AT
f#F. M4k, Hong %5 ' i kI Ag™ figtip ikt
HiFEE A-CHETL, AH 2= 18 6mA-C #5BL ARG ANFaE
F) FH R B AT PCR §7 38 %) 6mA 121t 4T 5
BRI K P B AL s 40 HT

5 RE

JE T A SR FLZ AR ) 6mA B AT T
B2, (BHEADRE M Hb . A fEE 5T
S EAZ R, R R AL BN omA AZ AT B 7T
Phoxn| T Z R R EM, RIS L A
PRz —

H AT, W78 ORI S P Bk i AT REY) 6mA
BRI R B AN 2 FEEAL g, T 2248 7 B S B 1) g
¥ RS TR EAKER TAE, X2 SwRAMI
omA HLHI A Th R B ELRAE . Fah, BH#ET AL
AR ENAH R 6mA R E4s tEH, MIX L A]
PLid ot 45 & H BRA AL i, AT 53 HL A 1) 3 2240
RIFARRLE) DR, KA TT 6mA (1) 45 LI A0 ) e
A BEBEMHESAEN . BT H AT B IR,
6mA [ HLIRIE AT 2 % e A I A IRk, &7
BHEZHBRN S %%, MERXTTHHHA
()2 T I Ja L 35 b o3 HEBZ AR R S o AN [F]
Yokt 6mA )& B AT KU ERBR, BT
FEPEIRFAE, T4 0x BB 7E 1A I 72 A 2 o] £/
FRAEAR I, SOt 5 HoAd FEWAE i by R 2L,
T 6 i) R ) [ 2 K X HE  6mA (B IR AE B 4% A 5
IR 28 Hh R AR P 27 Dl e LA B S
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